14 completed the challenge !

Andrea
Christine
Gary
Gordon
Harry
Hilary
|lsobel
Kirsteen
Mary
Moira
Richard
Rob
Sheila
Ulrika
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Well done
“Mighty Hikers"!

Pictured on this month's cover s our
team of hikers who, on 28 August, ALL
completed the 26 2 mile Mighty Hike
from Callander to Killin in aid of the
MacMillan Cancer Support Chanty
Just to remind you, they are (from
left to nght] Harry Burnett, Gordon
McDowall, Gary Louden, Moira
Louden, Ulrika Hollas, lsobel Howell,
Sheila Cramond, Mary Macnaughton,
Christne Wikie, Andrea Hudspeth,
Kirsteen Jones, Hiary Bumnett - plus
Rab Amos who was hiding when the
AC was taken. Some say be was at the
bar, but they may be telling stories! it
was taken shortly after they had all

smpleted the course and | note the
odd glass of something bubbly m view. Good on you all - you
deserve it. Also on the cover is the medal which all participants
received on completion of the course, plus a screenshot of
thew JustGiving webpage, showing a total of £8109

As | submet this article to The Villagers Edtor, | have checked
agan and the total has mncreased by a further £100 to now
stand at £8115. Thes s a fantastic contribution to MacMillan
Cancer Support which completely dwarfs the team’s onginal
target of £5000. My understanding is that the JustGiving
webpage will run until 28 September, so there s a chance it
might yet increase further.

| must leave it to those who took part to tell you how it
happened and how the day proceeded. First, there is Gordon
McDowall's story of how St Fillans parbopation evolved
from small beginnings to the success it was,; then a personal
perspective from Mary Macnaughton, as to how and why she
pined up and how the day went

Gordon provided me with the following:
Ut all started bock in 2019 when | came ocross the initial
advertising for the 2020 event. | thought it might be samething
for me to try as on indivdual - but then as o result of talking
about it in the wllage’s “Walkie/Talkie” group it began to interest
other villagers. The idea was circulated and 17 signed up to do the
walk in 2020 This group got to the stage of meetng up, assigning
roles and developing a training plan... but then Cowd struck, and
it all stopped The 2020 event was formally cancelied. Mowever,
in early 2021 it looked as though it might happen and so | agan
circulated the village Not all the 2020 crowd could do it in 2021,
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On the start hoe and
Ready to GO

A replenishment pomt ~ very well orgorused

Oh my feet! The team takes a rest... and top nght - crossing the Viaduct on the Last Leg from Lochearnbe

wander they look pleased'

recent permanent resdents of the
vifage which was hugely positive Cownd
of cowrse continued to disrupt normal
communication and mast early contact
was daone wa Zoom calls. However,
thus allowed o stort and enobled us to
cover footwear and training, as wel
as fto share walks and best practice. It
was during one of these calls that our
fundraising target of £5000 was set.
As the year progressed and the Cowd
sttugtion gradually improved, we were
able to organise vanous group training
walks, intentionally covenng all types
of terrawn and elevations. We eventually
h~d wolked the complete route of the
walk itsell abeit over four separate
travrung days. Thus however exposed the
team to all the conditions which would
« incurred along the way and helped
us choose footweor sefection etc. As we
got claser to the day tself we pushed
the fundraiming aspect a bit more and in
addition to sponsarship, villoge bakers
roised an unbelevable sum of £750
via their cake sale. Wow! This figure i3
ncluded in the total shown above but
when we crassed the start ine on the
day, we all knew that our target had
been surpassed and we needed to justify
the huge support we had been given
The day went wel with great support
from our dnvers, who got us to the
7 30am star! but were not reguived to

FINISH - CONGRATY

rescue anyone throughout the day. The
organisation of the event by MacMillan
couwld not have been bettered and
after nine hours of walking the whale
team crassed the fimshing Mne in Kilin
together’™

Mary Macnaughton, who had
arrived in the willage in the madst of
the pandemic, was kind enough to
grve me the following wite up.

Tooking back when the messoge
popped up on the viloge WhatsApp
group, | wasn? siow to respond Moving
to the 5t FiNans area in the middie of
the first lockdown meant that meeting
people hodnt really hoppened as it
would in the normal way The event
ticked ol my boxes watking (which
I lovel, meeting people from the
vilage, seeing more of the local area
and leaming local waks whilst at the
same time ravsing funds for MacMillan
Cancer Support, a charity that has
supparted so many through difficult
times. The introductory meeting for the
2021 Mighty Hake was on Zoom, as the
country was locked down yet agon
We were given g basic overview of
what the event entailed and guidance
on footwear and socks, (which [ falled
to follow for my frst travning wotk and
thoroughly deserved the dodgy toenails
I got as a result!). Unfortunately, | didn't
manage all the training walks organised

by Gordon, our group &
did st nger in my miv
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